production before us, that might not be upset by a reference to the most familiar facts. There is one feature in this work of which we entirely approve, namely, that the author, after the manner of many excellent French writers, has given a recapitulation of the conclusions at which he has arrived. This proceeding is to be commended, first, because it shows that the author understands his own meaning, which is not the case with all authors ; and secondly, because it shows that he is not afraid to subject his disrobed opinions to the criticism of the world, thereby affording a strong presumption that he himself believes what he says, which also is far from being universal among authors. As 14 however, they had not been felt to be otherwise, they never would have been formed or adopted. The object of such hypotheses is the highly important one of rationally explaining the basis of the law 'Similia similibus curantur'? of showing that it is in harmony with natural phenomena and philosophical reasoning. Unexplained by some hypothesis, the rule itself becomes a mere vague hypothesis, instead of a rational theory; and its advocates assuredly desire to raise it above that condition. I think, indeed, that the true explanation of the action of this law can be given, retaining all its experimental and practical worth, its essential part, and reasoning justly respecting it, while we rectify its language. The reasoning, moreover, which is now to be supplied, is amongst the very simplest and most indisputable in physiology. It has indeed been implied in many of the preceding arguments. As then, the common practice is founded chiefly on a consideration of the morbid symptoms and the maxim 'contraria contrariis curantur;' so is homoeopathy founded on a consideration of the curative symptoms and the maxim ' In conclusion, we can conscientiously recommend Mr. Walker's book to the perusal of all our readers. His mode of reasoning is not indeed adapted to the establishment of scientific truth, but he is continually throwing out ideas which may aid others in its pursuit, so that his work, though full of fallacies, is far from being useless.
